CONGREGATION
MY B'NAI TORAH

Shabbat Announcements

PARSHAT SHOFTIM

Friday, August 14th

Candle Lighting: After 7:16 pm - 8:24 pm
Mincha: 7:00 pm

Shabbat, August 15th
Shacharit: 9:15 am
Mincha: 8:10 pm

Maariv: 9:15 pm
Shabbat ends after 9:30 pm

KIDDUSH

Kiddush is sponsored by Stephen and Monica Rosenfeld

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by Congregation Bnai Torah

WEEKDAY CLASSES SHABBAT CLASSES

e Weekly Classes Daf Yomi: Every e Shabbat Youth Groups: On
morning at 6:15, 7:45 on break for the summer
Sundays. e Ramban Shiur: On break

e Mishna Class: Every morning e Parshat HaShavua: One hour
after Shacharit. before Mincha on Shabbat

e Taam and Torah: Sunday afternoon
morning at 9:30. Rabbi Perklow e Seudah Shlishit Class: Rabbi
will be speaking on the subject Teitelbaum will be speaking
of Klalei Hora'ah - the e Indy Kollel Chill Zone: On break

principles of how to rule in
matters of debate

e Lunch & Learn: Meets Mondays
at noon. Rabbi Hasten is



teaching the book of Melachim.
Halacha Class: between Mincha
& Maariv, Sunday through
Thursday. Rabbi Teitelbum is
teaching the Halachot of
Making Coffee on Shabbat:
Instant, Pour-Overs, and Setting
up Coffee to brew on Shabbat
Business Halacha: Every
Tuesday after Maariv.

Tehillim for Women:
Wednesday at 7:30pm in the
library.

Men’s Mishmar: Meets on
Thursday nights, at 7:20 pm.
Learn with a chavrusa or join a
class.

Night Seder: Sunday through
Thursday after Maariv.

DONATIONS

General Donations:

Rabbi Marks
Benjamin Travis

Aliyah Donations:

Rabbi Tennenbaum
Michael Zelikovich
Koby Yaari

Gad Flaumenhaft
Bo Yaari

Avi Rovinsky

Jack Cotlar
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PARSHAS SHOFTIM

In this week’s Parshah, the Torah lists all the
people who are exempt from going out to war
(Devarim 20:5-8): Someone who recently built
a house; someone who recently planted a
vineyard; and someone who recently betrothed

a woman but did not yet marry her.

And finally, the last exemption is for the “man
who is fearful and fainthearted.” Such a person
must return to his house, lest he “melt the heart
of his fellows, like his own heart.” According

to one opinion in the Mishnah (Sotah 44a), this

refers to the person who is fearful of his own sins.

More specifically, our Sages (ibid. 44b) teach
that included in this category is someone who
speaks between the brachos (blessings) of the
tefillin shel yad (arm tefillin) and the tefillin
shel rosh (head tefillin). Such a person is
commanded to go back home, lest he have a

negative influence on the others.

We know that even the examples that our Sages
give are precise and measured. What are they
trying to teach us here with this seemingly
obscure sin of speaking between the two zefillin
blessings being a disqualifying sin from fighting

in war?

We may suggest as follows. The refillin shel
yad, worn on our hand, represents our own
actions in this world. The tefillin shel rosh,
however, which is worn on our head, represents
our connection to Hashem (with the upside-
down shin showing that we are rooted in the

Heavens).

We know that we are obligated to do our
hishtadlus (effort) in this world, and to do our
part in Hashem’s plan. Yet we also know that
even after all our efforts, everything is all from
Hashem — we are simply the chess pieces

being directed at His Will. Thus, even when we
put in our efforts — to earn a living, stay healthy,
etc. — we must do so with the complete
awareness that it is all from Hashem. If a person
fails to recognize this vital point, he risks losing

the Key to success — Hashem.

Therefore, when a person goes out to war —
one of the greatest risks a person can rake —
he must do so knowing that even after all his
training, even with his powerful weapons, the

key to success is only Hashem, and nothing else.

The person who speaks and interrupts between
the arm tefillin and the head refillin is
demonstrating that he doesn’t see the direct
link between the success of his own hands and
Hashem. He doesn’t appreciate that any
battlefield victories come only from God. Such
a person is a “kochi votzem yadi — my strength
and the power of my hands (Devarim 9:17)
type of person.

And that is prt:ciscly the kind of person who
poses a danger — not only to himself, but to

everyone around him.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

~ Rabbi Yisroel Teitelbaum




Thank you for your continued support and commitment to B’nai Torah.
Through your efforts, we can continue to have a strong Minyon, classes,
programing, and be a vibrant presence in the greater Jewish
community.

This time of the year is difficult for us as our expenses outweigh our
funds. We ask that you review your balances and pay them down so
that we may be able to fulfill our commitments.

Pledges and donations make up the bulk of our funding, and allow us to
provide for the spiritual, educational, charitable, and the other needs of

the community.

Thank you for your generosity and partnership with the Shul. Your
support makes a meaningful difference in the life of our congregation
and community.

Respectfully,
Gad Flaumenhaft, DPM

President, Congregation B'nai Torah
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——f BUILDING TORAH STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY. <o—

Congregation B’nai Torah
6510 Hoover Road, Indianapolis, IN 46260

Office: (317) 253-5253

To make a payment or donate:

Zelle: office@btorah.org

Paypal: https://www.paypal.com/donate?
token=byXBciVq9DepjD_71pn-ditR_10aJxbehI3k5YCNOn-
uJoGFuZYLtLo OB8PyYvQGhksJDyigaodKhkp&locale.x=en US
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