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Shabbos Times 

 

Friday, May 8 

 

Mincha: 7:00 PM 

 

Candle lighting:  

Between  
7:21 PM & 8:26 PM 

 
Shabbos, May 9 

 

Shacharis: 9:15 AM 

 

Mincha: 8:20 PM 

 

Shabbos Ends:  

After 9:47 PM 
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Article of Note: 

We thought that the following article, from the Yated 

Ne’eman would be of  interest to our readers. Harry Merin,  

a member of  B’nai Torah, lived through that era. 

Dutch Government Apologizes  

For Wartime Complicity with Nazis 
By Debbie Maimon — Apr 30, 2020 

A recent apology to the Jews by Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte for Holland’s 

war-time complicity with the Nazis, has  

re-opened a painful chapter of  the  

Holocaust. “Since the last survivors are still among us, I apologize 

today in the name of  the government for what the authorities did at 

that time,” Rutte said. “Our government did not act as the guardian 

of justice and security.” It was the first time a prime minister of  the 

Netherlands acknowledged the heinous role of  the Dutch police in 

rounding up and deporting over a hundred thousand Dutch Jews to 

the death camps. Rutte, in office since 2010, has resisted calls for  
issuing such an apology, including by Dutch Chief  Rabbi Binyomin 

Jacobs in 2015 and by the Party for Freedom in 2012. Rutte always 

claimed there was not enough “objective information” upon which 

to determine the Dutch government’s culpability in the destruction 

of  the Jews. Of  the Netherland’s pre-war Jewish population of  

135,000,  seventy-five percent were murdered in the death factories 

of  Auschwitz and Sobibor. Of  the 24,000 Dutch Jews who were in 

hiding, 8,000 including renowned teenage diarist Anne Frank and 

her family, were betrayed to the Nazis. Seventy-five years after the 

liberation of  Auschwitz, the government has finally acknowledged 

this inhumane conduct. “Too many civil servants carried out the  
orders of  the occupiers,” said the prime minister after having taken 

part in a silent march in January (continued on page 3) 

Special Notice—Masks for Sale! 
Please see page 2 for information regarding purchasing  

custom, homemade masks, here in town. 
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 3 Continued from page 1—Article of Note 
commemorating the victims of  World War II. “The bitter consequences of  the  
drawing up of  registers (of  Jews) and of  the expulsions have not been adequately  
recognized,” he said. “Seventy-five years after Auschwitz, anti-Semitism is still 
among us. That’s exactly why we fully recognize what happened and say it out loud.”  

Dutch Railway Acknowledges Guilt in Shipping Jews to their Death  

The government’s apology was prompted in part by a decision last July by the Dutch 
state-run railway [NS], to pay millions of  dollars in compensation to Holocaust  
victims and their families, after  accepting responsibility for transporting huge  
numbers of  Jews to Nazi concentration camps. The company built a new rail line 
during WWII and over time transported more than 100,000 victims to Nazi  
concentration camps. After being expelled from their homes, plundered of  all their 
possessions, and driven onto death trains, the Jews were subjected to a final  
humiliation; they were forced to pay for their death ride to Sobibor, Auschwitz and 
other killing centers. The payment, collectively amounting to hundreds of  thousands 
of   dollars (equivalent to many millions today) was stolen from the Netherlands’ 
Jewish Bank and the Dutch railway took its share. The NS apologized years ago for 
what it called “a black page in the history of  the company,” but failed to come up 
with any program for compensation. Finally, in July 2019, after pressure from  
Holocaust activists and survivors, the railway committed to paying over $74 million 
in compensation to surviving Holocaust victims and their families.  

Survivors React  

While the NS’s reparations proposal was met with effusive praise in many quarters, 
survivors noted that decades of  foot-dragging had ensured that the majority of  
Dutch victims were no longer alive to benefit from the agreement. Alfred Kurz, an 
elderly Jew who in 1943 was transported by the Dutch National Railway to Bergen-
Belsen in northern Germany, said he was glad that “something was finally done,” 
but was “very critical of  the timing.” Kurz, who lives in Cherry Hill, N.J., told 
the Jewish Week that “the money at this point is meaningless. I’m 82 and one of  the 
youngest survivors around. Ninety percent of  those who survived are dead. Just the 
fact that they waited 70 years to make restitution for their bad behavior is a travesty.” 
Kurz said he was six years old at the time, living with his family in Amsterdam. He 
remembers the Nazis “did a block-by-block roundup of  the Jews. They came with 
sirens and dogs to rouse people out of  their houses and onto the train. We were  
taken – my mother, sister and I.” The train took the prisoners “about 100 miles” to a 
transit camp at Westerbork at the country’s border, recalled Kurz. From there, the 
Nazis put them on transports to killing centers outside the Netherlands. Kurz said 
his father had been taken by the Nazis to Auschwitz almost a year earlier and was 
killed there after about a month.  

To see the rest of  the article, please access the following link:  

https://yated.com/dutch-government-apologizes-for-wartime-complicity-with-nazis/  
 

 

https://yated.com/dutch-government-apologizes-for-wartime-complicity-with-nazis/
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Donation Cards 
• To Marcy Ekhaus, in memory of  her sister—Dr. Bob & Fiana Stoner 

• To Jennifer Berday, in memory of  her father, Edward Berday 

—Dr. Bob & Fiana Stoner 

Yahrzeit Donations 
• Ivan & Marcy Ekhaus, in memory of  his mother, Estelle Ekhaus 

• Judy Rembusch, Marlene Weiss & Mike Weiss, in memory of  their mother,  

Eva Weiss 

We received the following alert from the CRC  

that we thought would be of interest to our readers: 

May 5, 2020 

In recent weeks we have seen a significant increase in insect infestation of   

blueberries.  After experimenting with different cleaning methods, we  

recommend that the following procedure be done to all blueberries until 

June 15th.   [It is hoped that by mid-June the infestation will have passed, 

and we can return to our traditional recommendation for blueberries.] 

• Prepare a quart-sized bowl of  soapy water per pint of  blueberries. 

• Soak and agitate the blueberries in the soapy water for 20-30 seconds. 

• Rinse blueberries in running water. 

The above procedure is effective for many brands.  However, the following 

brands of  blueberries sold in the Chicago area were particularly  

infested:  Sunbelle (from Florida only), Driscoll’s (from Mexico), North 

Bay (from Florida only), and Paradise (from Mexico).  The infestation of  

these brands was so bad that they will not be insect-free if  washed using 

the above method, and should instead be cleaned either by (a) performing 

the aforementioned method three separate times, or by (b) using the thrip-

cloth method, available on the CRC website here.  

http://trk.cp20.com/click/g719-1ztoky-mwnept-b36v5rp8/
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